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NIES Postdoctoral Fellow
GOSAT modelling group, Center for Global Environmental Research

Hello, I am Anna Peregon from Russia. Recently, one of my European

friends said the following: "I was thinking about the worst place over the

world. I recollected the Siberia, where I am never able to live!!" Sorry, I am

from those "terrible" place, which is very famous because its inclement climate

and vast areas of virgin nature crowded with mosquitoes. I came from

Novosibirsk - the biggest city in West Siberia, which is well known for its

nearby science-town. It is known even in Tsukuba City Office, which was a

big surprise for me! 

All my scholar background is from Russia. I have been studying ecology and

environmental science at the Institute of Geodesy, Aerospace and Cartography (presently, Siberian State Geodetic

Academy). After that I got PhD in biology at the Institute of Soil Science and Agrochemistry with the research sub-

ject of "Wetland expansion processes along the southern limit of peatland extent (West Siberia)". As a part of my

doctoral thesis, I examined the long term carbon storage dynamics using detailed ground-based (soil/peat and geob-

otanical) surveys. The results, describing the areas with different carbon pools dynamics, were extrapolated using

remote sensing techniques. Since that time, my favorite vacation is field research.

I have been also involved in several joint Russian-European (INTAS) research projects, devoted to establishing the

role of Siberian wetlands in the global carbon cycle. 

I already visited Japan twice (in 2003-2004) by invitation of Frontier Research Center for Global Change

(FRCGC), Yokohama, where I worked with Dr. Shamil Maksyutov on improvement of landcover classification, NPP

and wetland biomass inventories for the West Siberian territory. Then, I have returned to Russia for finishing PhD.

Immediately after my Ph.D. graduation, I came to Japan again under a Post-Doctoral fellowship in NIES. With this

fellowship I could join a big research project, called GOSAT (Greenhouse Gases Observing Satellite). My current

work is focused on "ground-based" support of the GOSAT modelling group with providing the detailed information

about geographical distribution of carbon sources and sinks in terrestrial biomes. The first target of this study is a

development of a combined soil/vegetation map for North Eurasia, which will be used for creating the gridded

datasets of the vegetation/soil mosaic at 15�L resolution, latitude/longitude. This information would be useful both

for simulating the CO2 fluxes at regional/global scales and running the global high resolution tracer transport models.

Right now, I am just starting.

How it is going here? Foreigners often report that much of Japanese life seems closed to them because of language

and cultural differences, but I've never had the same impression. Probably, because Russia is situated in the middle

between west and east and both sides are pleasant. I recently realised, this is the third time for me in Japan, but I have

never seen the real "Hanami". I have to stay here till the next sakura season!

There are many opportunities in Tsukuba to meet not only a wide variety of excellent researchers, but also a wide

variety of people from different countries, that is also great. I am really happy to be in international environment.

Thanks to my Japanese colleagues and new friends, they help me in daily life, with additional gratitude for my clear

pronounce "Ohayo gozaimasu".
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