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EFF Researcher in NIES: Yuanrun Zheng

I am Yuanrun Zheng, it was my great honor and opportunity being one of
the Eco-Frontier Fellows in 2001, and host researcher is Dr. Shimizu.
Desertification combating is our research focus. I came from P. R. China,
born in Shanxi province, northern part of China, and live in Beijing now. I
am one professor staff of Laboratory of Quantitative vegetation Ecology,
which belongs to Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences.
Meanwhile, I am deputy director of the Ordos Sandland Ecology Station,
Institute of Botany. That institute was established in 1928, its research
field covered plant taxonomy, plant evolution, plant physiology, plant
resource and environment, and plant ecology and biodiversity
conservation etc, it may be seen as top institute for research related to
botany in China.

It is well known that China is the third biggest country, which has largest population in the world,
China is one of ancient four civilization countries, the central government implemented opened policy
now, and economy developed quickly in recently years. It shows greatly vigorous developing trends,
and the Olympic Game 2008 will be held in Beijing.

I graduated from Botanical department, Biological Faculty of Shanxi University, which has a long
history and established in 1903. In that university I focused on the general plant, plant physiology,
microorganism and plant biochemistry. However, China suffered serious environmental problems, so I
decided to engage in ecology and environmental sciences, and began my career as a master and
doctoral degree student in Shengyang Institute of Applied Ecology, Chinese Academy of Science,
during later five years I got the master and doctor’s degree, and studied the Spruce population in
Xiaotenggeli desert and survived deciduous broad-leaved forest plant community in Keerqin sandy
land for my degree thesis. Desertification combating became my important research field gradually
from that time.

1995 is crucial and turning point time for my research, I moved to Institute of Botany, Chinese
Academy of Sciences as a post doctoral fellow in ecology, and was appointed as deputy director of
Ordos Sandland Ecological Station and responsible to established new base for that station, my
research focused on ecological process of desertification and restoration ecology entirely.

My research at the NIES focuses
on evaluation of technologies for
desertification combating in China
and seeking new sustainable
technologies to  enrich  the
knowledge  for  desertification
combating in  China. The
methodology is exploring the
performances of seed germination
and ecophysiological process of
dominant plant species being used
in the ecological engineering in
China through a series of
experiments in growth chamber,
green house and Lysimeter
facilities by controlling some
ecological factors, such as light

The natural ever green Sabina vegetation threatened by the
desertification in Inner Mongolia




intensity, temperature, and soil water content etc.

Beside research, I also have some hobbies; I like the history literature and novels, and read many
books about above topics from junior high school, of course including the ‘Chinese four famous
novels’; I enjoy discussing the history novels.

I learned some things about Japan before coming here, when I came here, I find that Japan not only has
developed economy and industry, but also has industrious and friendly peoples. Most of them have
obvious teamwork spirit, it is that make Japan being the one of the most developed and well
environment-protected countries in the world. There are some similar characteristics between Japan
and China, so it is easier for Chinese to adapted the living and working in Japan. With friendly help of
Japanese, especially from Dr. Shimizu, I really enjoy living and working in Tsukuba now.
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