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NIES hosts UNFCCC Inventory Review Training Seminar

Javier Figueroa Hanna
Programme Officer
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)

On March 14- 18, the National Institute for Environmental Studies of Japan (NIES) hosted a United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) training seminar on review of
greenhouse gas (GHG) inventories. This seminar was a complete success and will contribute to the
implementation of the Climate Change Convention and the Kyoto Protocol.

In accordance with Articles 4 and 12 of the UNFCCC and the relevant decisions of the Conference of
the Parties (COP), Annex | Parties to the Convention (developed countries) submit to the UNFCCC
secretariat annual national GHG inventories of anthropogenic emissions by sources and removals by
sinks of GHG not controlled by the Montreal Protocol. These inventories are subject to an annual
technical review process, based on guidelines adopted by the Parties to the Convention.

The objective of the review process is to provide a thorough and technical assessment of the inventory
and its conformity with the reporting requirements. The reviews are conducted by international teams
of inventory experts, who examine the data, methodologies and procedures used in preparing the
national inventories. The inventory review process helps to ensure that the UNFCCC has reliable
information on greenhouse gas emissions and trends. Under the Kyoto Protocol, the review process
will be essential for assessing compliance with GHG emission targets.

This annual inventory review process requires the participation of over 120 skilled experts per year.
Members of expert review teams are selected by the UNFCCC secretariat from experts nominated by
Parties. The secretariat selects experts to ensure coverage of all inventory sectors, and to achieve an
overall balance in the participation of experts from Annex and non-Annex | Parties, as well as
geographical balance among them.

Participation of these experts helps to ensure that the review results are objective, credible and
recognized by Parties. In addition, it helps build inventory capacity across all Parties. Reviewed
Parties receive technical feedback from other experts that enables them to further improve their
inventories. Likewise, experts who participate in reviews gain knowledge of inventory practices of
other countries, which they can take home and apply to their own inventories.

The decision 12/CP.9 of the COP (2003), requests the UNFCCC secretariat to establish a training
programme, comprising both technical and skill-building courses, for new members of expert review
teams for implementation in 2004 and beyond. New experts, who have been nominated by their
Parties, must complete the training and successfully pass an examination before they can be invited to
participate in an inventory review.

The basic course covers technical aspects of the review of GHG inventories of Annex | Parties under
the Convention. It consists of five modules: one general module, Overview of UNFCCC Review
Process and General IPCC Inventory Guidance and individual modules on the review of individual
IPCC sectors: Energy and Fugitive Emissions, Industrial Processes and Solvents and Other Product
Use, Agriculture and Waste. Each of the modules provides important background information and
references for the sector, instruction on general procedures for review, exercises on key topics and
specific emission sources, and practical case studies that simulate an actual review.

The Land-Use, Land-Use Change and Forestry (LULUCF) course covers technical aspects of the
review of the LULUCF sector of GHG inventories of Annex | Parties. This course is based on the
existing inventory review procedures under the Convention, and the IPCC Good Practice Guidance
for LULUCF. From 2005, this course is mandatory for all experts serving as LULUCF sector



reviewers. Also the UNFCCC secretariat has developed an optional course "Improving
communication and building consensus in expert review teams," which covers cross-cultural
communication and conflict avoidance.

Additional information on the UNFCCC inventory reporting and review requirements, and the
training course can be found at:

http://unfccc.int/national reports/annex i ghg_inventories/items/2715.php.

This year the Japanese Government kindly hosted
the 2005 training seminar for 19 new members of
expert review teams from 11 non-Annex Parties
(developing countries) and 8 Annex | Parties,
which was held in Tsukuba, from 14 to 16 March,
2005 in the NIES. In addition, the UNFCCC
secretariat provided a supplementary seminar for
Japanese experts from 17 to 18 March, 2005.

The Ministry of Environment of Japan and NIES
provided the financial and logistical support,
including the excellent arrangements and facilities

- e ' for the seminars. Both seminars were a complete
success, and will result in the part|0|pat|on of more skilled experts in the inventory review process.
Both the UNFCCC secretariat and participants appreciated the Japanese hospitality and the efficiency
and kindness of the staff who made the seminars possible, and hope to visit Tsukuba again.

2005 training seminar from 14 to 16 March, 2005
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