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Stephan Scholz

NIES Assistant Fellow
Global Carbon Project, Center for Global Environmental Research

Hello, I come from the state of Arizona in the United States of America,
which is known for its rugged landscapes, sunny, blue skies and dry, desert
climate. In terms of natural scenery, it is perhaps most famous for being the
home of giant Saguaro Cacti and the Grand Canyon National Park. The cul-
tural landscape is a blend of romanticized cowboy imagery, Mexican food and
festivals, and many Native American Indian reservations.

| have been studying environmental sociology at the University of Arizona
for five years and am working towards a Ph.D. My Master's Thesis analyzed
international networks of NPOs to see if they have positive impacts on envi-
ronmental conditions within countries. Working for the Global Carbon
Project has alowed me to continue thinking about how to integrate the social

Taiko no Tatsujin in Tokyo and environmental sciences. As part of my doctoral thesis | hope to see if the
changing political situation in Japan has been giving NPOs more influence over urban carbon management.
This involves assembling a time-series data set of 100 Japanese cities to map out the social drivers of their car-
bon emissions over the past twenty years.

| am also involved in a social networking project for the establishment of a biomass energy cooperative in
Hokkaido. One of the major innovations in that project is to link rural carbon sequestration to subsidies from
the carbon emitting city of Sapporo. Over the past six months, it has become a main focus of the Global Carbon
Project to foster such new approaches to urban and regional carbon management.

| have been living in Tsukuba for nine months now and have been impressed with how friendly and hard
working Japanese people are. Everybody at NIES has been extremely supportive and cooperative in helping me
to find data and including me in their research plans. It has made for a very unique and rewarding experience
that istypically not available for Ph.D. students.

Other than my parents back home in the United States, | don't have any immediate family, so | spend most of
my time with my surrogate family at the local izakayas. There are many opportunities in Japan to meet not only
a wide variety of interesting Japanese artists, salary-men, researchers and environmentalists, but also a wide
variety of people from many different countries. | have had the opportunity to see some of Ibaraki's beautiful
beaches, the ancient imperial city of Kyoto and its hillside onsen, a' Y omiuri Giants baseball game in the Tokyo
Dome, punk rock concerts in Shinjuku, and of course, the famous Ushiku no Daibutsu. Although much of
Japanese life seems closed to me because of language and cultural differences, | have still found that there is
more to do, learn and see than can possibly be accomplished in my short stay. With the recent opening of the
Tsukuba Express | share the sense of excitement that people have for the future of this city, and | hope to return

someday to satisfy my growing addiction to ramen.
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