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Claire Carouge
NIES Postdoctoral Fellow
E Center for Global Environmental Research
AT . Y. Hi,

I'm Claire. I come from Normandy in France. I was pretty surprised when I

arrived to see how many Japanese people knew about Normandy. And I was also
surprised to learn it was because it's where Le Mont Saint Michel is situated.
Unfortunately, my family doesn't live close to it but at the other end of Normandy,
only 100 km westward of Paris. For my studies I had to move around France.
I first studied in Nantes, on the Atlantic coast, to get an engineering degree in

computational fluid dynamic. It was mostly oriented to aeronautics but I preferred

to study the atmosphere for itself rather than it flows around a plane. Then I
moved to Paris to get a PhD degree in atmospheric sciences. My PhD work was
to study the biosphere CO2 fluxes over Europe. But I didn't model biosphere itself. I was using the CO2 atmospheric
concentrations measured at different stations in Europe to infer the distribution of fluxes that causes the evolution of
atmospheric concentrations. This is based on what is called inverse modeling because, in these techniques, we use the
consequences (here the atmospheric concentrations) to deduce the causes (here the flux distribution).

Then I came to Japan last May. I'm in the GOSAT project at NIES. GOSAT is a future satellite to measure CO2
atmospheric concentrations. I'm not working directly with the satellite. I'm continuing the same kind of study I did
for my PhD but over West Siberia. In addition to improve our poor knowledge of Siberian fluxes, this work also helps
designing an inverse model at NIES to use the GOSAT measurements to better determine CO2 fluxes. This work will
be continuing during the next years, but I'm leaving Japan at the end of March to go back to France.

I didn't decide this quick departure because of anything
going wrong in Japan. At contrary, everything was going
smoothly and everyone was very friendly to me. Lots of . g e
my friends were worried about me to know if it was not too -
difficult to adapt to the culture and live here because of a .

very different language. But everyone is very helpful and

patient. The adaptation to Tsukuba is also quite easy thanks
to the large foreign community, full of advice. I would

finally thank the first person who had the fabulous idea to

JE— L —
. . . . 0 2 4 6 8
present plastic food or menus illustrated with photos which (%)

help a lot not to be starving at the beginning (and after 11  Production of the G02 flux error by the inversion
process over western Siberia.

The black triangles indicate the position of the
measurement stations and their names are given.

months as well).
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