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I come from a
mountainous land,
known to all Japanese as
the home of Heidi.

I am Swiss, and my
connection to Japan
started during my Ph.D.
at the Climate and
Environmental Physics

Group in Bern, when I fell in love with Japanese anime
films.

The anime characters and their language struck me
as so cute and funny and expressive, and seemed to be
the height of artistic exaggeration. The non-science part
of my brain was bored at the time, so I started taking
Japanese lessons at the University of Bern. A year and
a half later towards the end of 2008, I had finished my

Ph.D. and was considering to continue with a post doc.

A friend who had worked with a Japanese researcher
visiting at our institute, knowing that I was learning
Japanese, asked me "why don't you go to Japan?".
Through his contacts I found the opportunity to work
at NIES. I thought since science can be done anywhere,
I should take the chance to see something new and
different, and so I came to Japan in April 2009.

My Ph.D. thesis was based on the improvement (I
hope) and application of computer models of the global
carbon cycle and the climate. I used a simplified, or
"intermediate complexity" model to study the role of
land use in climate change. However, I wanted to get
a broader picture of the threats to the world's climate,
including in particular future CO, emissions connected
to energy production.

At NIES I have been learning about the models that
are used to simulate how emissions may develop in the

future, and how structural and technological changes

Figure 1 Will energy intensity decline towards zero, or to a positive limit (dash lines) ? This makes a big difference for

energy use and CO; emissions. (This figure is conceptualistic.)
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may help to reduce emissions (see figure 1).

Such models represent the economy and the energy
production system, and contain many assumptions and
estimates that are uncertain.

Uncertain emissions combine with an uncertain
climate response to produce yet more uncertain impacts
on society. We need to understand the interplay of
these uncertainties to understand our ability to limit
future climate change, and to enable society to address
this problem. My goal is to contribute by making the
uncertainties behind emissions more transparent to non-
experts, including myself as a climate scientist.

This has proven to be a challenge - and not the only
one that I met with in Japan. Unfortunately, the language
barrier has been higher than I had expected. Being
largely limited to English meant that I missed a lot of

the scientific discussion that is going on at our institute.
I also didn't anticipate that the language and perhaps
cultural barrier would make me part of Tsukuba's
foreigner community, and that I would thereby get the
chance to practice my Russian much more than my still-
ailing Japanese. Luckily, my contract has been extended
for another year, so I will get the chance to enjoy more
of Japan and keep learning about it.

One thing I have learned during the last year is that
anime films actually contain very little exaggeration. The
"serious books" that I had read about Japan described an
incomplete cliche of polite but reserved Japanese - but
in anime films they also appeared as lively, emotional,
friendly, positive people, much as in real live. I'm

looking forward to my second year in Japan.
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